JAPAN MUST  FIGHT  BRITAIN
spondence from home of the meeting of the Genro at
Katsura's house. He knew that the chief subject of conver-
sation had been an agreement with Russia and that, in
consequence, Ito was proceeding to St. Petersburg. He was,
however, in possession of an official telegram from his own
Foreign Office appointing him plenipotentiary. His Govern-
ment must have known that his negotiations with ^ the
British were proceeding on the accepted lines, and for it to
engage at the same time in separate negotiations with
Russia, with a view to entering into an agreement with her,
was quite wrong. Even if an agreement with Russia was
compatible with the proposed Alliance with Britain, Japan's
reputation would be adversely affected if she trimmed her
sails in this manner. It would be better first to conclude the
Alliance with Britain, and to defer the negotiations with
Russia, if still considered desirable, to a later date. He
could not think that his Government intended to play a
double game, and was not a little astonished by the telegram
of instructions.
Hayashi knew that Ito had passed through England
on his way from America and that he had arrived in Paris.
On November 14 he went over to France himself and
rendered a full account of the progress of his negotiations
to Ito. The Marquis, for his part, had never dreamed that
the negotiations with England had advanced as far as they
had, and Hayashi, for his, had never imagined that his
Government was sending Ito to Russia with the set purpose
of negotiating a treaty. Both of them were very puzzled*
After thinking the matter over, Hayashi telegraphed home
suggesting further consideration, and was informed in reply
that there was no change in the policy that his Government
had hitherto pursued in regard to the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance. When this telegram was shown to the Marquis Ito
he was still more puzzled. However, negotiations with
England were so far advanced that it was impossible to
draw back, and, after some further discussion, he agreed to
support the Alliance in principle. But he had already
informed the Russian Government that he was coming,
and to cancel his visit would awaken suspicion* It was
agreed that he should continue his journey to Russia,
and that Hayashi should withhold his reply to the British
draft until informed of his arrival in St. Petersburg.